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           February 1, 2019 

 

Dear Friends, 

Greetings from Greater Cleveland, Ohio--my hometown and the former home of saxophonist Eddie C. Baccus, 
Jr., Willard Jenkins, and other great jazz artists and programmers! I hope you are doing well and that your new year 
is off to a wonderful start. 

Now that the Washington, DC, Jazz book has been published, I would be remiss if I didn't extend my sincerest 
thanks to everyone who offered their support and encouragement during the research phase of the project.  That 
said, I want to introduce this issue of our newsletter by sharing a story about the "Three Rs of DC Jazz 
Research" -- Rusty Hassan, Rachel Elwell, and Rainy Williams.  My message to every reader is that every writer 
gets a lot of help from other people, and these three individuals were among the most helpful during the preliminary 
stages of my research. 
 
When I moved to the DMV on March 1, 2016—with plans to spend more time on Duke Ellington-related research 
and hanging out on the National Mall, among other things, I had no idea: 
 

• That I would be able to file the Articles of Incorporation for the RASHAD Center in April of 2016; 
 
• That Willard Jenkins (a former Jazz History instructor at Cleveland State University and former Artistic 

Director for Cleveland's Tri-C JazzFest) was already living in the DMV and serving as the Artistic Director 
for the DC Jazz Festival; 

 
• That I would meet Rusty Hassan at a July 6, 2016, Duke Ellington "Chautauqua" event at Montgomery 

College; (Who knew that Rusty would be filling in that night for Willard?!!) 
 

• That Rusty's wife Sandy was a quilter whose work would be included in the collections of the National 
Museum of African American History and Culture when it opened in September 2016--and that Rusty 
would encourage me to visit Sandy's website and email him for more info; 

 
• That the Montgomery College History Department Chair who hosted that July 6, 2016, Ellington event 

would invite me to apply for a teaching position at the college;  
 

• That I would be invited to serve as an adjunct faculty member at Montgomery College and UDC 
(Community College) by fall 2016; 

 
• That, in August 2016,  I would meet Rachel Elwell in UDC's Felix E. Grant Jazz Archives  and that she 

would make sure that I had access to the following items (among others) by September 2016: 
 

1. The 2014 Ellington issue of the Washington History Journal; 

2. A Calvin Jones Big Band CD Set; 

3. The newly-released Shirley Horn "Live at the 4 Queens" CD; and 

4. A Duke Ellington quarter; 

(Continued on next page) 
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“Vivamus porta 
est sed est.” 

• That Rusty and Sandy lived in the same neighborhood 
as Shirley Horn's family for a significant period of time. 
(I found that out while listening to a Rusty Hassan 
interview in a Resonance Records promotional video for 
that "Live at the 4 Queens" CD that Rachel told me about. 

 
• That I would sign a contract to write a history of jazz in 

Washington, DC for Arcadia Publishing's "Images of 
America" series on November 29, 2016 --the 101st 
anniversary of the birth of Ohio native Billy Strayhorn-- 
and that Willard Jenkins would agree to write the preface; 

 
• That Rachel, Judith Korey, Michael Fitzgerald, and other 

UDC colleagues would provide invaluable information and 
research assistance with the book project and my teaching-
related activities; 

 
• That Rusty would trust me with Rainy Williams' email 

address, and Rainy (Shirley Horn’s daughter) would put 
me in touch with Zev Feldman and others who could 
provide more information about Horn's photo and 
manuscript collections at the Library of Congress. 

 
• That Rainy would agree to have lunch with me at the 

airport during one of her DC / Maryland visits; and  
 

• That so many people who didn't know my name before 
March 1, 2016, could be so incredibly kind and 
generous. 

 
By December 12, 2018, when the editor at Arcadia wrote to 

say that I could consider myself “officially done” with the 
manuscript, the above account already had all the makings of a 
great American jazz story, but it got even better.  When I was preparing for a January 26, 2019, presentation at the 
Montgomery History Conference in Germantown, Maryland, I had the opportunity to meet Reuben Jackson, who is 
described in a UDC promotional document as an “archivist, poet, radio broadcaster/producer and currently Jazz 
Archives Specialist at the Felix E. Grant Jazz Archives.” 

It was Reuben, another “R” in this chapter of jazz history, who shared invaluable information about the 
manuscript collections of Ronnie Wells Elliston and Ron Elliston, two former University of Maryland (College Park) 
faculty members and the founders of Maryland’s East Coast Jazz Festival.  In the wake of Ronnie’s passing in 2007, 
the event was reborn as the Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festival, with saxophonist and Howard University alumnus Paul Carr –
the narrator for my latest jazz oral history, serving as the director.  Now in its tenth year, the 2019 Mid-Atlantic Jazz 
Festival will take place in Rockville, Maryland on President’s Day Weekend. 

Someday, I hope to give every jazz lover in the Washington, DC Metropolitan Area a more personalized 
THANK YOU.  For now, I will begin by extending my special thanks to Rusty, Rachel, Rainy AND Reuben, Ronnie, 
and Ron –six R’s at this point—for their role in making and documenting jazz history in the Mid-Atlantic.  I also want 
to acknowledge the musical genius of the 250+ individuals listed on subsequent pages of this publication.  Their 
names are also included on the pages of my new co-authored book, Washington, DC, Jazz (Arcadia Publishing, 2019). 
I look forward to sharing more information about these musicians and their music. 

                                                        Regennia 

 

    Reuben Jackson is pictured here in the UDC  
    Student Center in January 2019.  
    (Photo by Regennia N. Williams) 

*Cover photo by Nathaniel Rhodes. 



 
 

  The RASHAD Center, Inc.  |  Winter 2019: Washington, DC, Jazz Issue 

 

1

Abadey, Kush 6, 7, 73, 121 
Abadey, Nasar 7, 44, 45, 55, 71 
Ables, Charles 52-53 
Ah, Brother (Robert Northern III) 7, 76-77 
Allen, Geri 99, 103, 118 
Allen, Ray Apollo 118 
Alsop, Nia Elaine Marie 7, 126 
Armstrong, Louis 80 
Baccus, Eddie Jr. 96 
Bailey, Pearl 9, 82 
Baker, David 102, 104 
Balbed, Elijah Jamal 10, 55 
Barreiro, Ana 98 
Bartz, Gary 83 
Basie, Count 26, 85 
Baudic, Ray 26 
Betts, Keter 6, 51, 107, 114, 124 
Bey, Chief 65 
Biles, Wes “Sugar” 49 
Blakey, Art 112 
Blanchard, Terrance 121 
Bluiett, Hamiet 65 
Bollenback, Paul 50 
Bormet, Amy 98 
Bowie, Lester 77 
Bowie, Michael 105, 108, 110 
Boykin-Settles, Jessica 68, 99 
Brown, Chuck 55, 64, 66 
Brown, James 33, 39 
Brown, Ray 26, 101, 124 
Burrell, Jimmy 117 
Butler-Henderson, Logan 116 
Butterfield, Erskine 25 
Byrd, Charlie 47, 107, 114 
Caldwell, Melvin 122 
Calloway, Cab 28, 74, 80 
Campbell, Ida 36 
Carr, Paul 41 
Carrington, Terri Lyne 99 
Carrol, Shelley 105 
Carter, Betty 83, 110 
Carter, Regina 113  
Carter, Ron 97, 118, 124 
Cassidy, Eva 9 
Charles, Ray 85, 123 
Chavis, Harold 34 

2

Chirillo, James 103 
Cherry, Ed 65 
Chichester, Howard 7, 38 
Clark, Sharón 6, 86, 117 
Clinton, William Jefferson 97 
Cobb, Jimmy 118 
Cole, Cozy 80 
Cole, David 117 
Coleman, Steve 93 
Coltrane, John 54, 76, 101 
Coltrane, Ravi 121 
Cornwell, Ginger 7, 123 
Cunningham, James 37 
Cyntje, Reginald 93 
Davis, Miles 23, 28, 41, 76-77 
Dawkins, Arthur 71 
Dixon, Gail 79 
Douglas, Ernie 38 
D’Rivera, Paquito 94 
Eckstine, Billy 22, 29, 32  
Edwards, Donald 7, 40 
Ellington, Duke 2, 6, 8, 10, 12, 17, 19-22, 27-28, 
  30, 31, 43, 54, 60, 69, 85, 101, 106, 108, 125 
Ellis, Roy “Chip” 7, 84 
Elliston, Ron 69 
Eureka Jazz Band 34 
Europe, James Reese 14-17 
Evans, Herschel 26 
Evans, Linda 37 
Faircloth, Keanna 7, 71, 100 
Fauntroy, Walter 122 
Felder, Robert “Bobby” Nicholas 51 
Ferstl, Judith 98 
Fitzgerald, Ella 26, 26, 92, 101, 105, 107  
Foss, Fred 87, 120 
Foster, Frank 112 
Foster, Tony 37, 122 
Garner, Erroll 24 
Gaskins, Greg 116 
Gilbert-Carter, Janine 7, 9, 48-49,  
Girard, Adele 29 
Gillespie, Dizzy 2, 26, 28, 76, 81, 101, 115 
Glaser, William F. 70 
Gold, Memphis 122 
Goodman, Benny 2 
Gordon, Dexter 95 

Musicians’ Name Index for Washington, DC, Jazz 
The following names appear in the book.   

Not all names are accompanied by photographs.  
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Graham, Larry 123 
Grayson, Perry 99, 122 
Grey, Al 97 
Haggart, Bob 26 
Hampton, Slide 83 
Hancock, Herbie 97, 106-107 
Hanna, Sir Roland 60 
Hargrove, Roy 94 
Harris, Bill 86, 121 
Harris, Lenny 66 
Harwell, Je’Lan 7, 126 
Hasse, John Edward 10, 101, 108 
Hathaway, Donny 38 
Hawkins, Marshall 34 
Haytor, Eddie 79 
Heath, Jimmy 83 
Hemphill, Julius 88 
Hendricks, Jon 92 
Herman, Woody 30 
Hernandez, Luis 115 
High, Martha 39 
Hill, Buck 2, 4, 23, 28, 51, 53, 82-83, 113 
Hines, Earl “Fatha” 22, 29, 32 
Holiday, Billie 24 
Holloway, Ron 2, 6, 7, 38, 78, 81 
Holt, Corcoran 7, 117, 124 
Horn, Shirley 6, 9, 10, 23, 24, 28, 41, 52-53, 101 
Horne, Lena 27 
Howard, DeAndrey 54, 81 
Howard Miki 66 
Hughes, Sarah 98 
Irby, Fred 43, 56, 95 
Jackson, Jimmy “Junebug” 10 
Jacquet, Illinois 97 
Jefferson, Carter 55, 57, 68, 87 
Jefferson, Mary 86 
Jensen, John 105 
Jernigan, David 70 
Johnson, Al 66 
Johnson, Allyn 96 
Johnson, Collins 35 
Johnson, George Victor 121 
Johnson, Jacques “Saxman” 119 
Jones, Calvin 43, 85, 96 
Jones, Hank 90 
Jones, Norah 9 

4

Jones, Quincy 23 
Joplin, Scott 12 
Jordan, Kim 7, 9, 36 
Jordan, Louis 80 
Kimery, Kennith 105, 107-109 
King, James “Tex” 55, 68, 107, 109, 113, 
King-Williams, Delores 105 
Kellough, Manuel “Manny” 7, 123 
Krall, Diana 9 
Krupa, Gene 80 
Krupa, Jennifer 114 
Lamar, Marty 67 
Malachi, John 8, 121 
Maricle, Sherrie 115 
Marrow, Queen Esther 7, 125 
Marsala, Joe 29 
Marsalis, Wynton 68 
Maultsby, Portia 11, 113 
Maxwell, Frank 34 
McBride, Christian 124 
McCrae, Carmen 123 
Meadows, Mark 7, 55, 124 
Milesi, Paul 70 
Miller, Connaitre 9, 71, 97, 99 
Monk, Thelonious 64, 76, 97 
Moody, James 115 
Moore, Chante 66 
Moran, Jason 85 
Morris, Byron 83 
Morton, Adam “TC” 119 
Morton, Jelly Roll (Ferdinand Joseph La Mothe)  

11, 60, 80, 124 
Morton, “Lady” Mary 119 
Mulligan, Bill 115 
Myers, Aaron 7, 44, 53 
Myrick, Don 66 
Nalker, Tony 105, 108-109 
Neal, Jeffrey J. “Left Hand” 7, 49 
Nesmith, Lavenia 7, 58 
Norris, James Weldon 71 
Novosel, Steve 47, 60, 124 
Paris, Jerry 73 
Parker, Charlie 23, 120 
Pearson-Williams, Denyse 4, 59, 126 
Pierce, Bill 112 
Pilzer, Leigh 115 

Musicians’ Name Index for Washington, DC, Jazz 
The following names appear in the book.   

Not all names are accompanied by photographs.  
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Pope, Odean 94 
Preston, Billy 123 
Price, Lloyd 66 
Ra, Sun 76 
Redd, Chuck 84 
Redman, Joshua 60 
Reeves, Dianne 66, 99 
Roach, Max 28, 44 
Ruben, Vanessa 114 
Scott, Robinson 103 
Rogers, Shacara 99 
Satterfield, Louis 66 
Scott, Herbert “Herb” James 7, 44, 62 
Scott, Shirley 83 
Scott-Heron, Gil 33, 36, 38 
Seay, Clarence 79 
Settles, Brian 49, 118 
Settles, Shirleta 39 
Shadd, Warren 60 
Shook, Amy 62 
Shorter, Wayne 97 
Silbert, Scott 115 
Smith, Dick 79, 88 
Smith, Marshall 38 
Smooth, Jimi 46 
Sousa, John Philip 13 
Snowden, Jawoed Mosché 7, 125 
Spalding, Esperanza 99, 108 
Spencer, Gary 89 
Stern, Michael 107 
Stewart, Luke 89 
Stitt, Sonny 77 
Strayhorn, Billy 19, 27 
Summey, Harold 70 
Sumter, Sunny 46 
Sutton, Ronald Anthony Jr. 120 
Swaim, Bruce 70 
Taylor, Billy 2, 27, 101 
Temptations 20 
Terry, Clark 97 
Thomas, Cheyney 63 
Thomas, Michael 83 
Thompson, Malachi 55 
Torme, Mel 75 
Trask, Alvin 56  
Tucker, Shana 98 

6

Turner, Carl 70 
Turrentine, Stanley 113 
Tyler, Toby 30 
Vaughan, Sarah 32, 86, 110 
Waits, Nasheet 65 
Walker, Carl Kokayi 117 
Warren, Edward Rudolph “Butch” 64 
Washington, Coniece 7, 40 
Webster, Ben 31 
Wells, Ron 50 
Wells-Elliston, Ronnie 50, 69 
Wheatley, Lawrence 57 
White, Andrew 65, 83, 86 
White, Barry 123 
Williams, Ben 65 
Williams, Esther 67 
Williams, Joe 44, 83, 110 
Williams, Lori 7, 9, 66 
Williams, Mary Lou 2, 9, 30 
Williams, Rainy 7 
Williams, Steve 52-53 
Williams, Tom 104-105, 109 
Willis, Larry 83 
Wonder, Stevie 65 
Workman, Reggie 124 
Yarborough, Davey 67-68, 118, 124 
Young, Charlie 103-105, 109, 118 
Young, Webster 54, 83 
Zimmerman, James K. 79  
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The RASHAD Center, Inc. 
c/o Maryland Resident Agent LLC 
5000 Thayer Center Suite C 
Oakland, MD 21550 
 
 
Regennia N. Williams, PhD, Founder and Director 
regennia@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Rainy Williams, d
aughter of 

Grammy Award-winning 

pianist S
hirley Horn. 

(Courtesy of Rainy Williams.) 

Please follow our blog at: https://rashadcenter.wordpress.com/. 


